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nted for Thomas Speed, at the Three Crowns, near 
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. To the Honourable | 
iGEORGE DARCY, Bar. 


- Der Sir, 


HE great defire I havens fi you 
happy both here and hereafter enga- 
geth me to do all that is in my po- 
wer for the promotion both of your'Spiri- 
mland Temporal Intereſt. It 4 17m 
God togive you a fair Portion of W orldly 
Goods, and a yery large ſhare'of Intelle- 
wal Endowments, whereby you are put 
no a Capacity of providing for your ſelf | 
both 1 n re World and that whit 3 is to 
wme. Your onely' care therefore muſt be 
Sie theſe good Gifts of God to! his 
Glory, and the Salvation of your own Im- 


Soul Soal, 
'Tis 


A 2 © 


The Epiſile Dedicatory 
_.. Tis. Religion. onely., Dear Sir, which 


can carry you fafe-rhrough this Valley of 


Tears, and-.can at laſt advance you into 
that place where all Tears ſhall -be wip'd 
from;your. Eyes. Tis this alone which will 
make you” rhe love of Men and Angels, 
nay, and what is infinitely mote valuable, 
of God himſelf. In fine, it is this alone 
which can-make this preſent Liſe eaſie and 
plcaſant, and ſecure you from Eternal Mi- 
 lery in'a Lite after this. : - 

; Let; Religion therefore, Dear Sir, be your 
firſt and early care, that fo. you may be 
wile betumes, ' and-avoid thole Follies which 
toocommonly.attend the young Gentlemen 
ofthis Age.” You are jult now cntrivg up- 
on that vaſt Stage the World, you have 
Good: and- Evib ſet - before you, and the 
Eyes of alkMcn'are upon-you' to fee what 
manner of | Choice you: will make, Your 
preſent -and-: future Happineſs is at ſtake, 
and thereiore it highly concerns you: , 

= make 
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, The Epiitle Dedicatory. 
ſake ſuch a Choice as you may never here- 
fter have cauſe to repent of, 
You have had the advantage of a Sober 
and Religious Education from your very 
Cradle, and the Examples of! as'good Pa- 
ents as ever any Child was bleſt with. Your 
Deceasd Father,, whoſe Memory will ſive 
& long as Picty and - Vertue are- Sacred 
here on Earth, was an admirable Pat: erri of 
mnblemiſhd Gondnels : And your Excel: 
knt Mother is ſtill, God be thanked, a'Li- 
ving Pattern of all- that is Vertuous and 
Praiſe-worthy. 
- What then will you be able to ſay for 
your {elf if you degenerate from fuch W or- 
- toogar ax What Excales will you be 
to make even to this VW orld if you de- 
@ve their exp:Rations by becoming the Un- 
worthy»: Son! of T'wo "ſuch Incomparable 
Parents ? Bur alaſs | There is ſtill a Que- 
tion which is infinitely more weighty , and 
that. is, What will you be able to plead for 


your 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
your {elf at the great Day of "Judgment, if 
you have bekay'd your {elf ſo wickedly here, 
that eyzn your Father and Mother muſt 
riſe up and condemn you ? 

But I amperſwaded better things of you, 
and cannot give my {elf leave to think you 
will ever be- a Diſgrace to your Worthy 
Family. You have hitherto given us great 
hopes of ſeeing your Father again alive in 
you. I beleech God of his Infinite Mercy 
topreſerve you in all Vertue and Goodnels, 
and to:make you a Great and Glorious In- 
ſtrument of doing good here on Earth. * 

Having told you that Religion is the 
greateſt wiledom, or, as the wile man ſpeaks, 
the beginning of wiledom, I muſt now tell 
you that the beginning of all Religionis the 
acknowledgment of God, the owning of # 
Supreme Power who made us and every 
thing that bas been made from the begin- 
thing of the World out of nothing. 


This 
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T be Epifile Dedicatory. 

This great and fandamencal Truth muſt 
he any Hs well cſtabliſh'd in us befpre we 
ancometo any ſuch thing.as Religion. For 
gthe Apoſtle tells us, He that cometh toGod 
anÞ believe that be is. You cannot there- 
re better imploy your time than in reading. 
heh Treatiles as ſerve to make onr this 
mighty Truth, Such are. the. preſent Arch» 
Biſhops Sermon concerning Atbeiſme , Dr.. 
Barows Sermons on the ficlt Artide of rhe 
lied, and Grotins deV eritate Chriſtiane Res 
lfjonis ; any one of which: Three will ſuffi» 
antly ſatisfie any unprejudic'd Man who: 
his not made his reaſon a Slave to- his 
paſſions. 

 Aﬀer having named theſe great Men, I 
mow not how to adviſe you-to read the 
following Poem of my own. I can only 
recommend it to your Reading when you 
ae more inclin'd to read Verſe than Profe. 
And I begg of you, if you find any thing 
n.it that you think well ſaid, not to attri- 
bute. 


T be Epiltle Dedicatory. 
bute it to. mebutto thoſe great Men whom 
I nam{d but now; whoſe W 
ly tranſcribd to; their Authors great diſad- 
Wdnoges*t: whos 2 219) 

If thig{mall piece ſhall contribute any thing 
towards the confirming you in the belief of a 
Godhead, - I ſhall think my - time vvell ſpent 
in Writing it. ' If not, [ ſhall hovveyer 
have this to comfort me , that I vvrote it 
yvith: a ſincere defign to do-you good, and 
4 CA the Office that I ovve to you 


A moſt Faithful Friend 


and Obliged Humble . 


Servant 
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PREFACE. 


wm; 


p E 
: 


EN+> I wrote this Poem I defign'd to have put 
Y all the Articles of our Chriſtian Faith into Verſe, 
bt fo 1 might entice thoſe Men to look upon a Book of 
fretry, who have not fixedneſs and ſolidity enough to'con- 
ker the many Excellent Treatiſes on this SubjeF in Proſe. 
hl therefore 1 did intend to make nſe of common and ob- 
mu Arguments, thereby to make each Article as clear 
ad plain as poſſibly I could, 
But conſidering with my felf that this would be a work 
# time, and would require great Learning and Induſtry 
Ikgan to deſpair of ever compaſſing it, and therefore 
Wolved to let this Poem come ont into the World by its 
elf, -and try its fortune. | 
__T think 1 need not make any Apology for printing a 
Pikewſe on this Subje. For if ever any thing of his 
Nature was neceſſary, it is certainly ſo now , When Men 
are 


The Preface. 


are arriv'd to that pitch of Impudence and Prophanenefi } 
that they think it 4 piece of Wit to deny the Being of a God, 
and to-laugh at-that which they Cannat argue agatnſt : Or 


at leaſt, when Men live at ſuch a Licentious rate , that 


we may eaſily fee they arg like the P{almiits Fool, and ſay 


in their hearts/ T here 18 no God. 
I am therefore well fatisfy'd that I made choice of a ye. 
xy good Serpll, 1 only wiſh the Poem may be found wor- 
IEA AAT 
Many Reafons 1 have for the publiſhing of it, which [ 
think it may not be improper bere to mention. 
The firſt is this , that there are many Copies of it yone 


The fond, knaf Thaw aibag of hi New 
extant in our Fnglith Tozye, 1 wean ne particular Poon 
pargeſly-woate0n this Supt, "oY 

 Mh:laſt and rwdin Reaſon is, Freanfe fome judicions Mew 


thy of «, 


- Dave thought it not altogether wefit ta do ſame good in the 


orl 
Fs be ll accepted of,” aud ha. its deſign'd effet 
way. pexbaps be engewrag d #6: publiſÞ fometbing elſe of the 
fame Natwe, Tuthe mean while, wall 1 fee what Fortune 


# bas. 
Adieu, 


AN 
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AN 


Ince ſome with bare-fac'd Impudence deny, Tie 
" I; } The Self-Exiftence of a Deity = 
: Who is and was from all Eternity ; 


Others more civilly a God diſpute 

I lillby diſputing they themſelves confute 

\ J 4 Third fort own they do a God believe, 

" I ita ſuch random Rates and Methods live, 

+ Þ That by their Practice they a God defye 
And by their Aions give their Tongues the lye. 
vince theſe, I fay, ſo numerous are grown 


And filt the Court, the Country, and the Town, 
B 2 My 


[C4] 
My pious Muſe inſpir'd with Holy Rage 
Theſe dreadful Monſters fingly ſhall engage, 
And, as of old the little Son of Jeſſe 
A mighty Gyatlt did i In Goh ſuppreſs, 
Strengglien'd-by: God whoſe Armour then he wore 
And whoſe juſt cauſe upon. his Sword he bore, 
So, by the help of that Divinity | 
. Wham I affert, they fodliſlily.deny,, 
> Their Errors I fo- fully ſhall refute 
That I ſhall leave them anſwerleſs and mute. 
hoew And, firſt, for him that raſhily does diſawn. | 
= © The being of the bleſs't Eternal one, | 
hl th Eethim but tell' me whence the World began,. - 
wm _ of 7 Wha made.that, Lovely, Lordly, Creature Man, 
Let him-around him, gently caſt;his Eyes, 


And gueſs who.made the Earth, the Seas,;and Skys. 


wo If he. be one of that miſguided: Tribe: 


pred by. Which to blind chance does all theſe works aſcribe, 


chance. 


Let 


3: 
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lethim'the beauty of a Plant ſurvey, 
ſhejuſt viciſlitudes of Night and Day, 
The conſtant motions of the Moon and Sun 


Which in juſt order doe their Races run,, 

let him confider his own wondrous make: - 

ind, for a tzme,  himſelF topieces take, 
| Then ſee how ev'try Fibre, Vein and Nerve * | 
Does to it's proper ends and uſes ferve;. 

Howall we eat, and drink, and take for food: - 
Iifolves to Ehyle and'mingles withthe: blood:. 

If all this-Eeſfon- till ſhall -prove in vain; 
And he his firſt dull Maxim will maintain, 
That Atoms moving ta heedleſs dance 
leap't into-this Harmonious form by chance;, 


Then-let him ſay a beauteous: Edifice- 
from.Bricks and Stones-will of it ſelf. ariſe; 

That Letters in abagg together ſhook 

Will make an: Uniform, Ingenious Book, (i 


Or that bare Braſs and Steel will jump -into- a | 


The: 


[5] 


The Works ofChance-are of another kind,” 


And like their cauſe irregular and blind, . 
Without intention and without defign, 

And far from being beautiful or fine. 

Since then the Workmanſhip we plainly ſee, 
We muſt mfer there muſt a Workman be, 
Thus by the Art the Artiſt we deſcry, 

And by the Creature find the Deity. 


Andfince the World at firſt was made too fair, | 


Tovb:Curious, Excellent and Regular 
To be the Work of blind Contingency, 
To what new Covert muſt the Atheiſt fly ? 
The The World's Eternity he next muſt take 
--—_ For his laſt Refuge and his ſureft Stake, 
And by denying that the World was made, 
Or that by Art it was in Order laid, 
He thinks to ward off the neceflity 
Of invroducing herea Deity, 


) 
4 
/ 
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( 
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' Iihoſeboundleſs AL all-contriving thought 
This lovely Fabrick to perfeCtion brought. 
But here, inſtead of wiping off the Score, 
He's plung 'd in deeper than he. was before ; 
for, far from owning its Eternity, 
I Wer'l ſhow the World in its firſt :nfancy,, 
| Andas through various turns and windings led 
We trace the River to the Fountain-head, 
Sgoing backwards ſtu! from Mar to Man, 


Wee'l find a time when we at firft: began. 
Moſt People own it not Sixx Thaufand year Fide 
Since firft this beauteous Fabrick did-appear ; — Peariow 


Egyptian Priefts held a much longer Date, _ 

And reckon'd at a very diff rent Rate, 

but they alaſs * were full of Forgeryes, 

And fam'd for nought but Impudence antLyes ; 

Caldeans too made: their unjuſt account " Vide- | 
the ſamer 

beyond the number of our Cent'ries mount, - M«< 

But 


Bur told ſuch groſs ' 5. HOY Bi 
That wiſeſt Men them and their Cheats deſpiſe, . Tier 
Moſes alone the Sacred Truth did tell, 

And the World's age with faithfulneſs reveal, | 
Believ'd by all but ſuch as want of Senſe, 


Or obſtinate and hard'ned Impudence 


{ 


Has blinded with fo thick a mift of Night, Or 
That they ſhall never more behold the light. Wh 
On his account, however I rely, \et 
As an Exa&, Impartial Hiftory, An 
© Becauſe Tradition does it's Faith afſure + | 
And with one.common voice proclaims it pure, I 


| Here may each Man, as in a Mirrour, ſee 

His firſt ExtraQtion, and his Pedigree, | 
And find his wiſh'd for Genealogy. 
Thusthen we come to our Original, 


- And to the God and Father of us all. 


But 


But, firive the MOL! this Book diſown, 
{muſt have other proof, or he has none. 
ind though our reaſon makes it clear and plain 
This Book does nothing {but the Truth contain, 
Wrote by a Man, whoſe juſt Integrity 
forbids us'to ſuſpect he'd write a lye, 
(rtell thoſe things, with Confidence, as true 
Which he perhaps might fancy, never knew, 
let againſt Moſes he-will ſtill exclaim 
Andcall his Story a Phantaſtick Dream. | | 
If then there was a World, as ſome contend, 
Which never did begin, and ne're will end, 
Let them the Records of this World unfold, 
h which it's mighty a&ions are enroll'd, 
And ſhow, before the time of our Creation, 
OneKingdom, Empire,Common-wealth orNation, 
One Language, Science, Art or Myſtery, 
{ Whoſe firſt Original we can't deſcry. 
C 


IO 
_—— leaves 9 at 4 ſtand, - 
And bids us ſeek fot an unheard of Land, 
Without! a:Guide to: tell the certain way, | An 
And keep falſe ſight» frott leading us aſtray, Mr 
Doubtleſs, faith he, there were in times of yor'e W 
Of Hiſtories arid:Records plenteous ſtore, [i 
But theſe to Eartliquakes, Floods, and Deluges {O 


More frequent Fires, and ſad Contingencyes, Ul 
Became a dire inevitable prey, Ny 
And with their Author's they were ſnatcht away, I 
Was there then ever ſuch a Fire or Flood, do 

So ſwift and fierce 25 not to: be withſtood ? | 
So geh'ral; and fo full 'of Cruelty A 
As to leave none to write its Hiſtory, T 
If ſo, 'the World was to begin again, d 
T 


And that's the ſame as it had never been ; 

If not, 'tis ſtrange Tradition ſhould not tell : 
Thoſe Wonders which our Aticeſtours befell. [ 
They 


Tq 
ſhey who furviv'd *: 
_ ITold them, no doubt, to their Poſterities;, 

ind thus the Hiſtory at firſt begun 
Muſt through the Line of long Succeſſion run. 
\ppoſing then what Story did relate 
h careful Writing, ſubje& was to fate, 
Oral Tradition ſure could hardly fail 
Unleſs it had been ſtop't by Miracle, 
J Some glimm'rings ſure we of this World ſhould ſee 
Thro' the dark Vale of long Antiquity, 
Some tidings of that World we needs muſt have 
Which fell almoſt at once into its Grave, 
it leaſt ſome Rite or Cuſtom would remain 
To.prove that Men have before 4dam been, 
Since all theſe things are wanting, let's conclude 
That Adam is our Sire, and we his brood. 
And on his Perſon we with eaſe ſhall fee 


The plain Imprefſions of a Deity. 
C's Beſides, 


Vide 
L 5. De 


rerum The Athieiſt rohis own Conviction ſerves,” | 


[2] 
Beſides; 43' Wile Lacyetius well obſerves; 


For all his Earthquakes, Floods, and Deluges 

Prove onely'thas the: World corruptive is, 

And fince it is decay'd, and waſts fo faſt; 

This plainly ſhowsit has not long to laſt. 

Immortal things Immortal Beauty hold, 

Unchang'd, and:fure of never growing old, 

Whereas the World does almoſtev'ry day. 

Give us freſh Inſtances of n's decay, 

Unhappy Naples more than half o'rethrown 

This diſmal [Truth unwillingly muſt own. 

AndiZtna's flimes/ſhow' by their conftant rage 

The World is come into her lateſt Age. 

Nothing from ruine can her Fabrick fave, (Grave 

But nodding now ſhe bends,tow'rds. her Eternal 
Thus does the World moſt evidently prove. 


The Being of . that God. who fits above.. 


For 


[ 33 ] 
ſar fince from' various reaſorr's-we infer 
ſhe World's Nativity as plain and clear., 
jj reaſon: caſt the Atheifts quit the Field, 
ind that the World. is not Eternal yield. 
not Eternal, then it once was made, 
made, it certainly a Ma. r had. 
I Now all Men this muſt for an axiom take 
That nothing can it ſelf produce or make, 
for that this contradiction would implye 
I At the ſame time to. be and not to be.. 
ome outward cauſe we therefore muſt explore;, 
Fither of Chance, or an-Eternal Pow'r. 
The World's too well proportion'd and defign'd 
Tobe the. Wark: of Chance, ill-ſhap'd, and blind:. 
God for her Maker ſhe alone will own. 
And throws her ſelf at his Allmighty T-hrone.. 
Nor does.the World.and its harmonious frame 45r«- 


cles ane- 


The being of a God alone proclaim, 


OEY 


But Moſes by his wonder-working Rod - n1 
Gives us another proof there is a God, y 
And each effe& ſurpaſſing Natures Laws Y 
Bids us look owt for a ſuperiour Cauſe ; * 
In vain Philoſophers their Wiſdom try, te 
And ſtretch poor Nature to Extremity, 7h 
To make her ſolve each wond'rous Myſtery ; m1 
To Nature's Maſter they muſt often go F 
If of Effeds they would the Cauſes know. if 
How ſtrangely muſt the Atheiſt look to ſee kn 
Thefire renounce its burning quality ? Ne 
And things which -nat'rally increaſe it's rage Wi 
Calm its fierce ſcorchings and it's heat afſwage. GO 
See Dan Yet thus it's Nature did the fire foregoe, Gs 
For Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, Is 
In vain the Tyrant did their Ruine threat, | ir 


And ſev'n times o'rehis ſtubborn Furnace heat, An 
Safe in the maidft oithe flames the Brethren ſtood, 


And cool as Summer Breezes from the Wood. 


What 


[ 25 


hat pow'r of Nature can transform, a flood * ve 


Of Chryſtal Waters into Scarlet Blood ? | = 
0rmake the Sea without its Motion ſtand _ . - fn. 
ch, 4 


And in a moment turn to Solid Land ? 

ſet thus in Antient Days did Moſes ſhow 

The pow 'r of God above by Miracles below. 
What ſtrength of Art can quicken and reſtore 
1 Man when dead to what he was before ? 

fuſe new Life into his Frozen Veins 

And a new Soul to his forſaken Brains ? 

ſetthis did our all-pow'rful Maſter do, 
Whorais'd from Death himſelf and others too. 
Can Nature ſay, awake ye Dead, ariſe, 

ke off your Sleep, lift up your drowhe Eyes ? 
[will again once more your Corps inſpire, 

Kindle your Breath with my enliv'ning fire, 

And give your Soul back to it's Antient Friend, 
Tour Soul, which when I pleaſe I take or lend ; 


[16 ] 


© No, ſhe with Modeſty withdraws her head, 
- And Challeng'es no pow'r to raiſe the dead ; 
| But owns ſhe has a Lord whoſe awful ſway 
| "She muſt not, 'gannot, dares not diſobey, | 


When he commands ſhe leaves her wonted way. 


He makes the Water, Earth, and Air, and Fire, 
When he ſees fit, againſt themſelves conſpire. 
Makes Lyons, though by Nature fierce and wild, 


br 


Fearful and gentle as a new-vorn-Child, 

He makes the tender Lambs ſecurely ſleep, 
Whilſt hungry Tygers do the Sheep-folds keep. . 
Let him butſpeak, and Nature ſtops her courſe, 
Abates her pace, and ſlackens all her force. 
- At his command the Sun and Moon ftand ſtill, 
ch. 19. And give his Servants light their Foes to kill. 

ce A word from him makes the Clouds ceaſe to rain, 


1 Kings _ . 
ch. 18. Another Word makes them diftil again. - 


| [ 17 ] 
Tho' Nature ſaith our Noons are always bright Ar in 
C4 


VIOUYS 
Paſſion. 


Tetlet him ſpeak, and there ſhall be no light, 

But Day it ſelf ſhall be transform'd to Night. 

| Thus does each Miracle in Letters plain 

And at a mighty diſtance to be ſeen, 

Gow the great name of Nature's Sacred Lord 

By us with Love and Reverence ador'd. 

To him the Atheiſt muſt his Tribute give 

From whom alone he borrows leave to live. 

His being ſure he can no more deny 

Ofwhich ſo many Wonders teſtifie. 

The Miracles ſtand fix'd in Hiſtory, 

Samp'd by Traditional Authority, 
Towhich no Man of ſenſe will give the lie. 

The Credit of the World is much too ſtrong 
Tobe beat down by any fingle Tongue. 

The fa&ts he therefore cannot well diſown, 
Unleſs he has reſolv'd to Credit none 

but what he ſees, to believe nothing told, 
Orthink no Truth but 0 his Eyes behold. 


o 
y—_ 
-7, 


[. 28 ] 


' Tf not the Fafts, we take our ſtrength fromthenee 
And tliuswe argue for our Conſequence. 
If Works are done worm Natures/pow'r exceed 


We in ſome higher pon? r theſe. wond'rous works q 
| (muſt read 


Gifts of - The Gifts of Prophecy as plainly ſhow 
Prophe- 


« rg There muſt beone to whom thoſe Gifts we owe. 

prof f Man's knowledge is too ſhallow to: foreſee | 
What ſhall to Morrow or the next day be, | 
Much more to tell a Thoufand'years events 
Which all depend on future accidents, 
And lay thoſe things before us, bright and:clear , 
And juſt as if they were already here, 
Which fhall-not cometo paſs, till the next Age 
Shifts Scenes, and brings a-new one on the Stage. 

te Gen Yet thus of. old did Abrabam foretell 
That his poor Off-fpring ſhould in Zgypt dwell, 
And for the ſpace 6f many a tedious year 


The toilſome Yoak of cruel Pharaoh bear. 


[+9]. 


: Ent did the ſad Event agree 
With what had been foretold in Prophecy. 
Thus was Joſiab's Birth and Reign of old 
Some hundred years before they came foretoid. : 
And thus Iſaiah told, as he foreſaw, 
That Cyrus to the Perſians ſhould give Law, 
That by his Mighty Arm the Jews ſhould riſe, 
And, tho” then'Slaves, ſubdue their Enemies. 
And, that the matter might be free from doubt 
By Name he mark'd this Glorious Monarch out. 
Thus all the Prophets did przhig nihe 
The Blefled Jeſus his Nativity, 
And laid each Circumſtance ſo nicely down, 
That by the CharaQter the God was known. 
If all theſe Prophecies are not fulkill'd 
Wearecontent with ſhame to quit the field, 
Butif they are, as juſtly we believe, 
The Atheiſt muſt be damn'd beyond reprieve, 


D 2 For 


[ 20 ] 


For they who ſhut their Eyes, and will not ſee 
The pow'r of anall-knowing Deity | 
Who looks witheaſe into futurity, 

No Mercy muſt &xpe&, or Pity pray (Day. 
When the Great God ſhall keep his Judgment- 
Man they confeſs is of too ſhort a fight 


To fee things future, ſown indepth of Night: 

Some nobler pow'r they then.of courſe muſt grant 

| Which does no meaſure of fore-knowledge want. 

This pow'r 1s God ; whom raſhly they deny, 

They know-not' upon what account, or why. 
But fome perhaps wall call for Inftances 

Out of Prophane and Common. Hiſtories. ; 

Tho' without reaſon:they this favour ask, 

Yet I moſt willingly accept the Task. 

And here the Antient Oracles afford: 

A Thouſand. Prophecy.s which word for word 

ExaGtly were accompliſh'd and reveal'd 


Sa clearly that they muſt not be conceal'd.. 


Some: 
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ere indeed told ina doubtful way 


tother's clear as Sun-ſhine at Mid-Day, 


ih was that Prophecy which did declare 
ut Grus ſhould the Lydians beat in War, Vide 
ch that which told it ſhould.the fortune be \ ;-- 
FXerxes's Navy to be beat at Sea | 
ſhen all things promis'd the quite contrary. 
Before the Bar then let the Atheiſt kneel, 
dtake ConviRtion from his own appeal. 
omore Evaſions can he hope to find; 
kthe muſt ſee, or muſt confeſs hee's blind: 
ar, as when Light won't enter through the Eyes: 
ſe ſtrait conclude-the Organ's are amiſs, 
v, if our Atheiſt ſtill will perſevere, 
Indneither Truth nor folid'Reaſorhear, 
Wemuſt conclude his Soul fo full of fin 
[hat ſhe- can't let her proper object in. 
Once more Fle try if like a-ſfenſlefs Rock: 
it, and unmov'd-hee'l ſtand another ſhoc!:;, 


Vte- 


laſt 


Trn-Tle ply him but with one more Argument, 


[ent our 
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From Univerſal Judgmentand Conſent, 
And if this fails to work upon hus Soul 
It 1s becauſe his faculties are foul. 


l 
Let us ſurvey the Univerſe around, 


And ſearch each Nook where Men are to be found. 


No Nation ſhall we meet in all our Tour 
That does not ſome Divinity adore. 

Of this Divinity, which all believe, 

Too few there are that do aright conceive. 
Yet with one voice they all agree in this 
God 5s, altho' they know not what he is. 

Some attribute a God-head to the Sun, 
Others with equal Honours crown the Moon, 
Some to a Monkey with Devotion bow, 

Others Religiouſly adore a Cow, 

Andby their miſplac'd Zeal ſhow they agree 
I'th gen'ral Notion of a Deity. (one 
Great part oth* World believes more Gods than 


But no part ever yet profeſs'd that there were _ 
we 


2 
Se ther our "I, 0 2 World oppofe; 
Ind, ike Draweanſtr, make all Merr his Foes, 
tewith what Sawey Pride he does pretend 
Iswiſer Father's Notrons to amend, 


Vuffs Plutarch, Plato, Pliny, Seneca, 


d. Jnd bids ev'n Cicero himſelf give way, 


Tels all the World they follow a falſe light 

ind he alone of all Mankind 1s right. 

Thus, like a Madman who when all alone 

Thinks himielf King, and ev'ry Chair a Throne, 

Trunk with Conceit and fooliſh Impudence 

Teprides himſelf in his abounding Senſe. 

(brought 

But ſoon- this Pride would to the Ground be 

fhee'd allow himſelfa moments thought. 

for ket him but conſider well within 

from whence this gen'ral Notion did begin, 


Who was it's Authour, from what hint it came 


ind our conceited Bully wilt grow tame. 


This 
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This Notion then was either firſt embrac't 
Becauſe by Nature on our hearts impreſs't, 
Or elſe becauſe a Nat'ral Tendency 


Perſwades us to believe a Deity, 


So that whenever any Man we hear 

The Being of an all-wiſe God averr, 

This Truth with as much eagerneſs we own, 

As ſoon as firſt diſcover'd and made known, 

As do the Eyes, whoſe Organs are aright, 

Suck in the beams of the clear ſhining light. 

Or, Thirdly, we from Reaſon's Sacred Law 

This inference moſt evidently draw, 

And, with St. Paul, from things Created prove 

The Being of- that God who fits above. 

Or, laſtly, this was from Tradition brought 

And by our Fathers to their Children taught. 
If; 1n.our ſearch, we ſhall by Nature find 

This principle ingrafted on the mind, 

I's truth of Conſequence we muſt allow, 


For Natures Principles are always true, 


Her 
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fe ſtexdy tight tah never go aftray 
But leads us to one right and conſtant way. 


Or if the Sout is by its Nature bent, 
At the firſt fight, to give its free affent 
To this aſſertion, that a God muſt be 
And ha's been always from Eternity, 
The ſelf-fameevidence will till remam 


Tomake the matter beyond Queſtion plain. 


Man's Soul is fram'd by Nat'ral Appetite, 
in Truth and Reafon's DiQtates to delight. 
If then our Souls unprejudic'd and free 


Do of themſelves to this great Truth agree, 


With reaſon argue and confeſs we muſt 


Their Judgments equal, and their Verdidts juſt. 


But if our Reaſon does this T ruth evince, 


The Atheiſt never more muſt make pretence 


Ev'n to the loweſt pitch of common ſenſe. 


Men's Company he muſt of courſe forſake 


And ſenſleſs Brutes for his dear Comrades take, 


_ 


It 


81 
" If from Traditign; we this Truth receiy'd,, - 


- 


Which all our wileſt Anceſtors believ'd, 
Into the ſame Niſpute again we fall, 
About its rife and firſt Original. 
How came tt frft to him wha did begin. 
To broach it to. the Werld, and tet it in. 
Nothing but an all-powr'tful, ruling hand 
Mens Hearts and Mouths, can equally. command. 
To Adanfirtt God did himſelf unfold, 
He to his Children all his knowledge told. | 
Thus Faith by reaſon ſtrength'ned does obtain 
And through the World withaut refiſtance Reign, 
See then a Cloud-of Witnefles appear 4 
For-the whole World bears Teſtimony. here. 
See how all Nations in: full Conſort crowd 
And with one voice cry out 4 God aloud, 
Before theſe let the Atheiſt-ſhow. his head, 
And hear his diſmal Accuſation read, 
His fatal Crime is of the deepeſt-dye 
"Tis Treaſon 'gainſt the higheſt Majeſty. 


His 


9* 

His Lord and Wm." he 1. to own 
And rudely kicks againſt his Sovereigns Throne, 
Through all the bonds of right and nature breaks, 
Nay, his own reaſon and himſelf forſakes. 
Puff 'd up with Pride and Sawcy Impudence 
He denyes things moſt evident to Sence. 
And, as old Zeno motion did diſpute 
And by his walking did himſelf confute, 
She, although he ev'ry where deſcryes 
Things made, a Maker fooliſhly denyes. 

The Accuſation read, the Tryal's done 
His guilt's as plain as 1s the Noon-day Sun. 
There's not one Man in Court but 's heard to Cry 
The Treaſon's clear, oh let the Traytor dye! 

To Sentence then we juſtly may proceed, ' 
And make the obſtinate Rebellious bleed. 
In lakes of brimſtone muſt our Atheiſt dwell 
Plung'd tothe bottom of the hotteſt Hell, 
Where no Day enters, where no Sun appears, 


And the ſad place with its bright preſence cheers, 
E 2» There 


_ 
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There he tall Eternity muſk lye: 

la parigs af Death, but yet maſt-never dye, W 
Daem'd:by that pow'r,wham he too late-will know Ji 

To never-ceayng pains and: Everlaiting woe, * Jil 
The Se: Nor will their guilt or puniſhment be leſs 2 
[9,%:, Who Scepticks in the cafe themſelves profeſs, Tt 
wnfwed ho think the Caſe ſome ſcruples may admit: . Ok 
And ſo ſy{pend their Faith. and Thoughts of it.. An 

We have na medium left for doubting, fools, By 

No Caſtles the Air for fatthlefs Souls. - uy 
Wing d with. behief ofa Divinity 

Our happy Souls. ſball to his Manſion fly An 

But Disbelief, and Scepticiſm 1s fo, In 

Will Soul andd Body into. Ruane throw. Tt 
Befdes in. doubtful cafes.we deride By 

That Man-who will not chuſe the ſureſt fide, W 


Prudence commands us with a cautious care | 
Againſt the worſt can-happen to prepare Ar 
And names thoſe Men alone diſcreet and: wiſe W; 


Who chufe their Road where certain ſafety yok Le 
or 
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| © once then, let the caſe for doubtfult go 


Whether there bea Neity ox no, 

Till after Death the porat muſt needs remain 
lafoly'd, and Deathalone can make it plain, 
 Awife Mantherefore would believe it here 
That after Death he may no Danger fear. 

Our Faith 1s purchas'fFat no mighty coſt, 
And we ſhall ſleep fecurely if 'tis loſt, 

But if the ſad event ſhall prove a God. 

Then will the Disbehteyer feel his rod.. 

Why then will Men their wiſedom thus betray/ 
And by their folly caft themſelves away ?: 
inthings of lefſer moment and concern 
They can with eaſe the ſafeſt way diſcern, 

But when th* Immortal Soul is made the ſtake: 
With what contentednefs the Fools miſtake 2? 

If we on: Roads of War and Danger go, - 

And are not fure but we may meet our Foe,, 
Wiſely we arm againſt the worſt.event, 
Laſt made his Slaves we ſhould too late repent; 


TEThiss 
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Thisdiffers'from our caſe in Terms and Name; 

But in reality i juſt the ſame. ; 

Belief of God our Souls ſecurely arms, 

And makes thery proof againſt all future harms, 
| ( 


But if unarm'd we venture to appear, 
And finda God, *twill coft us very dear. 
Darkneſsand Horrour, Pain and Miſery 
Will be our doom to all Eternity. | 
Belief like Weapons we about us bear 
To guard our ſelves from danger and from fear. 
Thus arm'd we hope to find a God at laft, 
After a life in peace and quiet paſt, 
If we ſucceed, as there's no doubt we ſhall, 
We fave our Ruine and Eternal fall, 
Tf not the worſt event that we cen have 
Is to lye ſenſleſs in the filent Grave. 
= For the third ſort, who by their lives dethrone 
/:,9,, That God,whom they for faſhions fake will own, 
©2744 Theſe do more miſchief in the World than thoſe 
Who do with open force a God oppoſe. 


'Tis 


f. a1 
Tis much.the M: Ke a wiſer way 
Todifallow a God, than diſobey, | 
Better to own no Lord, than this our Lord betray. 
Some Men with fatal prejudices blind 
Seek for a Deity they cannot find ; 
And this is ſome, though but a bad excuſe; 
And no way fit for Men of ſenſe to uſe. 
But they, who 1n their finful courſes live 
And yet proteſt they do a God believe; 
Speak contradictions, and muſt either think: 
That God will at. their fin and lewdneſs wink, 

| (amils- 
(Which. plainly ſhows: their: thoughts. are muchs 
And that they had as good not own God is) - 
Ocelſe they only play the Hypocrite 
And only ſay they do believe aright, 
But in- their hearts they ſawcily defye - 
The Pow'r and Juftice of a Deity. . 

Of all the three, then, our.laſtſpark is wort, 


And conſequently will be moſt accur'ſt;, 
TnL arr 
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For him the: flames of Hell, if it can be, 2437 


Shall ſtill be rais'd toa more quick degree, 
Asa reward for his Hypocrifie. _ 
Thus have the Atheiſts been diſtinfly try*d, © * 
The firſt for taſhyels, Impudence and Pride,../. 
For his abnfe of Natures Sacred Laws, | 4 
And holding off when Reaſon prov'd the Cauſe; | : 
The ſecond for his'want. of Wit to chufe - |;4* 
"The-ſafeſt way, the dangerous refuſe. 
The Third, for his prophane Hypocrifie 
Andboldly telling a Religious lye. | 
{The Eryaldone, 1 have no more to'fay, | 1, 
Thetr next Appeal is on the no 1 
When to theit. ſhame God will his pow'r.e 
And in their maine: will hiafelf aflert,. * 


Glay be: 10' God. 


